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1941 State of the Union Address to the 77th Congress

	With the effects of the Great Depression still lingering throughout the United States, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt stepped up to the podium to deliver his State of the Union address to the 77th Congress. Unlike many speeches of this kind it was not focused on what the United States needed from Congress, but instead focused on how this Congress could help other countries and protect the future of the entire world.
	A mere ten years prior to this speech our nation was entering into a severe economic Depression. The stock market had collapsed leaving millions of Americans nearly penniless. Reactionary companies were laying people off by the thousands. The Midwest was suffering from one of the worst droughts the country has ever seen. In short, our country was in chaos. 
	Through all of the chaos in the United States one man stepped forward to lead us out of this blight. Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected to the office of President of the United States in 1933, the depths of the Depression under the promise that he would lead our country back into the light. With a tough ‘no-nonsense’ attitude President Roosevelt did just as he promised and by 1941 the country was again stable and on the road to recovery.
	With everything that was happening in the United States it was easy to miss the chaos that had begun to envelop the rest of the world. Adolf Hitler had abandoned the Versailles Treaty from World War One and started to rebuild the German Army under the Third Reich. Hitler was a charismatic orator who created ties with Spain by supplying the Francoist forces, the Spanish Fascist party, with military supplies and aid which led to their eventual victory in 1939. Hitler also convinced Austria, who was suffering through their own economic Depression, to accept himself and the Third Reich as their leaders. In 1936 Hitler signed a pact with Italy, the Rome-Berlin pact, to reinforce his base of allies. The stage was now set for domination of Europe.
	In 1936, Adolf Hitler’s Third Reich forces occupied the demilitarized Rhineland, and in 1938, took control of the Czechoslovakia and dismantled their existing government. Having signed a non-aggression treaty with Soviet Russia, Hitler now set his sights on Western Europe.
	On September 1, 1939, Hitler’s forces invaded Poland and took control of the country in less than one month. Norway, Denmark, Holland, and Belgium fell next. France was a threat for Hitler and he mounted attacks from all surrounding countries with the majority of his forces. France fell in six weeks under that amazing display of power.  
	Having suffered many defeats Hitler’s allies, Italy and Spain were unable to secure the countries surrounding their own borders so after the fall of France in June of 1940, Hitler sent German troops to assist his allies. With the new troops and advanced weapons Yugoslavia and Greece were quickly overrun, while at the same time the Third Reich created a foothold in Northern Africa. In little more than a year the Third Reich, under Adolf Hitler, had conquered most of Western Europe. To the great credit of its people and the frustration of Adolf Hitler, the lone holdout to this massive and awe inspiring invasion was a small island off the coast of France known as Great Britain.
	Meanwhile in the South Pacific, the Sino-Japanese War of 1937 saw Japan conquer the entire coast of China and French Indochina, what we now recognize as Vietnam. Japan’s withdrawal from the League of Nations and subsequently joining with the Axis powers of Italy and Germany forced the United States and Great Britain to react with an oil boycott. The boycott of oil severely hampered Japan’s efforts to conquer the entirety of China and required them to acquire a new source of oil, the Dutch East Indies. This led to a declaration of war from Japan to the United States and Britain.
	President Roosevelt knew that something had to be done. With the devastation in the South Pacific and war raging in Europe he understood that it was only a matter of time before the United States was forced to act. Instead of waiting for this war to come to our borders President Roosevelt opted for a more proactive response, help those who are fighting.
	In the address to Congress in 1941 President Roosevelt makes a passionate plea to fund the manufacture of weapons and ammunition to aid our Allies in their fight against their aggressors. In his speech he begins by reminding Congress of the previous wars that our nation has fought in and the positive outcomes they achieved. He reminds Congress how we as a nation have forgotten the long standing rivalries throughout our own nation and have come together as one group with a singular purpose. “Today, thank God, 130,000,000 Americans in 48 States have forgotten points of the compass in our national unity.”
	The President continues in his speech to elicit a sense of national pride by pointing out that through all the wars that have been fought by our nation our borders have always been safe, with the exclusion of the Civil War from 1861 – 1865. “And in like fashion, from 1815 to 1914 -- ninety-nine years -- no single war in Europe or in Asia constituted a real threat against our future or against the future of any other American nation.” He then pointedly reminds Congress of what the downfall in Europe means to the United States. “But as time went on, as we remember, the American people began to visualize what the downfall of democratic nations might mean to our own democracy.”
	It is now time to bring this to our doorsteps. Instead of overtly saying that this war will inevitably come to the United States, President Roosevelt instead uses a subtle implication that our way of life is in danger. “During 16 long months this assault has blotted out the whole pattern of democratic life in an appalling number of independent nations, great and small. And the assailants are still on the march, threatening other nations, great and small.” Then he hits them with the fact. “Therefore, as your President, performing my constitutional duty to ‘give to the Congress information of the state of the union,’ I find it unhappily necessary to report that the future and the safety of our country and of our democracy are overwhelmingly involved in events far beyond our borders.”
It is clear throughout this speech that President Roosevelt is not merely asking for the funding of weapons and ammunition, but that he can clearly see that war is inevitable and the time to start preparing is now. He paints a picture of a world overrun by a dictator who offers peace and then takes away freedom. He speaks of the ‘soft-heartedness’ of the American people and warns of the dangers in ‘soft-headedness’. In what I feel is the most visually and engaging lines in this speech he decries, “We must especially beware of that small group of selfish men who would clip the wings of the American eagle in order to feather their own nests.”
After making his plea for money and weapons, President Roosevelt reminds the Congress of our own national policies towards foreign affairs and points out that there was no dispute between the parties on these policies, an obvious ploy to win the votes on both sides of the aisle. He then concludes this section with another powerful statement. “We know that enduring peace cannot be bought at the cost of other people's freedom.”
President Roosevelt points out that we cannot let nations surrender simply because they are unable pay monetarily. He explained that we will be paid back after the war in other goods that those nations can provide. He also reminded them that inaction will not prevent the aggressors from attacking the United States, but will only make it easier when they inevitably decide to attack.
At the conclusion of this speech President Roosevelt points out the four basic freedoms that every nation, every person on this planet, deserves. 
The first is freedom of speech and expression -- everywhere in the world. 
The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way everywhere in the world. 
The third is freedom from want, which, translated into world terms, means economic understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants -- everywhere in the world. 
The fourth is freedom from fear, which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor -- anywhere in the world. 

	The impassioned speech by President Roosevelt stirred the patriotism of all who heard it and his plea was heard. Little did they know it at the time, but only eleven short months later we would be embroiled in this war ourselves after being attacked at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 
Not only did this speech convince Congress to act on his request, it would also be the foundation for the formation of the United Nations, and change the way the United States acted with regard to aggression from one nation to another. This speech was the catalyst for all other wars to be fought by the United States from that point on and will remain as one of the greatest speeches by an American President.
	President Roosevelt was an amazing president and a great orator. He was able to speak in a way that the common man could understand yet hold himself up as an intellectual man who understands more than the common man. It is because of this ability and his strength of character that allowed him to be the only President to successfully run for the office of President of the United States three times. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This speech empowered not only Congress, but the entire nation to rise up against tyrants and evildoers. It holds as much truth today as it did in 1941 regardless of the turmoil that surrounds the world.
