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As I was completed this assignment I was struck with two main thoughts:
1) Satellite imagery has been available through the government on a limited basis to the government since the early 1970’s, with the major technological advances in the past forty years, that imagery has not only become much more detailed, but has become available to everyone who has access to the internet. Although there has been a great deal of concern over this, it is important to understand that the images are not ‘real time’ images. I looked at my home on the internet and the image I received was at least three years old. The concerns expressed by many over invasion of privacy is a moot point, it is simply an image of the outside. Unless a person is conducting a criminal enterprise in their backyard, this should not pose a problem.

2) Although I was aware of plate movement resulting in periodic earthquake activity throughout the world, I was shocked by the actual amount. I had always thought that there were two or three small earthquakes each week in the plate boundaries and various fault lines, but looking at the actual number, specifically throughout California staggered me. I then realized that although the number of quakes may have been high, they were relatively small. This makes perfect sense; our world is constantly changing, slow but constant. Then I took a closer look at Utah and cringed. Utah is not located on a plate boundary, but has a series of fault lines that help to relieve pressure from the movement of the plates. Where are all of the small earthquakes? Without those small quakes, the pressure will continue to build until the pressure is released in a massive earthquake. With the amount of earthquakes occurring along the Pacific Plate boundary where it is being subducted by the North American Plate, I saw the expected sign of plate movement. But as a side effect of that movement it is creating pressure further along the North American Plate and I am not seeing enough signs of that pressure being released. Understanding the history of the Wasatch Fault, a major quake approximately every 350 years, and knowing that it has not experience one for over 400 years indicates to me that the inevitable major earthquake is coming soon.
So to quote Betty Davis in All About Eve, “Fasten your seatbelts, It’s going to be a bumpy night!”
